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1\ irrlaratinu
It is my pleasure to announce the Second Annual Law Day for the George

Washington University Law School and to designate Saturday, March 3, 1956,
officially as "Law Day."
This day represents a recognition of the duties of the Law School to the
legal profession and an annual rededication to the development of an imaginative and constructive program of legal education. Law Day serves as a
reminder that only through the combined responsibility of the faculty, students,
and alumni can we realize full and effective professional leadership and
provide service to the legal profession and the community generally.
This year's panel progt'am dealing with the impact of atomic energy on
American industry and the role of the legal profession in the atomic age was
selected as a focal point for Law Day. In this field we are able to see a
newly created need for leadership in the development of a power which can,
and probably will, revolutionize our entire way of life. Today more than
ever the practicing bar and the law schools must join forces in supplying the
leadership needed to keep pace with technological advancement.
It is my sincere hope that the faculty, students, alumni members of the
bar, and the community generally will join in the observance of Law Day
of 1956.

Plans for the second annual Law Day
have been completed for March 3, 1956.
The day's schedule is a full one with a
series of events that promises to overshadow even last year's very successful
activities. This year's program starts at
10:30 in the morning with the Van Vleck
Case Club final arguments.
John E.
Hogan and Jay E. Shanklin will present
the case for the appellant while George
P. Coulter and Maurice C. Fleming will
represent the appellee.
The case to be
argued will be the same problem wrestled
with in the case club semi-finals; namely,
whether a divorced wife can invade the
principal and interest of a spendthrift
trust for back alimony due her, where
the trust has been established to support
her former husband who is presently an
invalid.
Presiding over the arguments
will be The Honorable E. Barrett Prettyman and The Honorable
Wilbur J.
Miller, both of whom are Judges on the
bench of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. In addition to these distinguished
jurists, the equally distinguished jurist,
The Honorable Don N. Laramore, from
the United States Court of Claims, will
preside.
Immediately after the trust question
has been settled in room 10 of the Law
School, there will be a luncheon in the
Willard Hotel scheduled to start at 12: 15.
The guest speaker at the Law Day
Luncheon will be The Honorable John
Harlan, Justice of the United States
Supreme Court.
Justice Harlan
will
be introduced by the toastmaster
and
G.W.U. Law School alumnus, Charles S.
Rhyne, President of the Bar Association
of The District of Columbia. A succulent menu is planned and all are invited
to attend.
At 2:30 in Lisner auditorium
there
will be one of the most impressive panels
ever assembled on that stage to discuss
"The effect of Atomic Energy on American Industry".
Heading the panel will

Candidates for staff positions on the
Law Review met on Wednesday, February 15, to begin the annual competition
for excellency in case note writing. Persons may register
late by contacting
Charles M. Cable, Co-Editor-in-Chief.
The Law Review Competition offers a
triple reward to competitors because it
aids in selecting permanent Law Review
staff members (membership in which is
a requirement
for the degree of Juris
Doctor); it gives a rigorous training in
research and legal authorship, which is
not otherwise available in the law school;
and it results
in published
material
which is used by potential employers in
finding young lawyers who can express
themselves in legal language.
Because of the unique opportunity for
careful research and precise writing that

(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on page 3)

John T. Fey
Dean, The George Washington
University School of Law

Case Note Competition
Commenced on Feb.I5

Dean Fey Concerned
With Student Apathy
To Outside Activities
I have noted that Amicus Curiae's recent survey reveals a low student participation
in extra-curricular
activities
[Amicus Curiae, Jan. 17, 1956]. This is
of considerable concern to me, as your
Dean. Although many students may lack
time, I believe that the most frequent
reason is lack of a persuasive motive to
participate.
A lawyer's basic practical skills are
the ability clearly to express himself
orally and in writing, and to do legal
research. Opportunities to develop such
skills are afforded in whole or in part
by participation
in the Student
Bar
Association and its committees, the Van
Vleck Case Club, Amicus Curiae, the
Law Review, Legal Aid, the Case Note

(Continued on page 2)
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Law Day March 3

Dean Fey Concerned
(Continued from page 1)

Competition, and the legal Fraternities.
Ordinarily, non-seminar classroom work
All of the necessary arrangements have
affords little such opportunity. Thus, for
been completed and the publicity is alpragmatic
reasons alone, participation
ready out. As you know by now, Saturin these extra-classroom
activities has
Luncheon
day, March 3rd, wiII be our second annual
very profitable consequences.
12 :15 Willard Hotel
$3.00 per
Law Day. A full program of events is
But it has long been my view that
person
planned to provide high caliber profesthere is more to the educational process
Panel Discussion
sional activities for the benefit and enin Law School than studying the cases,
2:30 Lisner Auditorium
free
joyment of students, alumni and faculty.
sharpening the legal skills, engaging in
The details are covered in another article
outside reading and taking examinations,
Dance (formal)
in this issue of the Amicus Curiae.
as important as these phases are. The
9:30 Terrace Room National AirThe persons who have done the work
great public profession of the law has
port
and planning for Law Day cannot embeen, and must continue to be, practiced
$3.00 per couple
phasize too strongly that the success of
by men and women of learning who, in
the program depends in a great measure
addition to possessing the practical skills
on the whole-hearted support of the stuof the law, appreciate their individual
dent body.
and collective responsibilities,
and are
willing to meet them. By responsibilities,
You wiII soon receive information on
the Annual Joint Conference of the Third
(Continued from page 1)
I mean this: every member of the bar
and Eleventh Circuits of the ALSA which
owes
a duty to his country and to his
be Mr. Eugene M. Zuchert, former Comis to be held at the Roger Smith Hotel
community not only to support and admissioner of the Atomic Energy Commison March 10th and 11th (one week after
minister the laws, but also to serve as
sion and presently active as an atomic
Law Day). GW is one of the host schools
an intelligent and capable participant
energy consultant.
He will speak on the
in the 11th Circuit.
The various chairin the leadership of his country and
government's program for the developmen for this conference have succeeded
community.
To fulfill this broad rement of atomic energy. Next to be heard
in collecting many panels and speakers
sponsibility,
it is necessary
that the
wiII be Mr. Harold P. Green, an attorney
of the highest ability and reputation.
lawyer develop, along with his practical
in charge of the AEC's atomic energy
The topics discussed will be of top pracskills, an attitude of professional parinformation
control, who will discuss
tical value to law students. Except for
ticipation.
This attitude has even been
access to nuclear information and the
the cocktail party and banquet on Satdescribed as the essence of being a
enforcement of security standards
for
urday night all other events, as it now
lawyer, in the broadest sense. Attainthe
AEC.
Attorney
Arvin
E.
Upton
will
stands, are free of charge.
It would
ment of this attitude is a fit ambition
speak on the regulatory
and licensing
behoove the students of GW (last year's
for a lawyer or a law student.
power of the AEC and the Commission's
Numerous activities usually referred
SBA winner) to crowd on down to the
Roger Smith on those two days and
to as extra-curricular
are in fact dediservices to industry and research. Clark
absorb the information
which is to be
cated to this broad objective. It is for
C. Vogel, Assistant Director of the Interaired there by the District of Columbia's
this reason that I choose to call them
national Affairs division of the AEC,
most outstanding attorneys.
co-curricular,
rather than extra-curriwill close the panel with a discussion
The other activities of the SBA conof tort liability for injuries caused by cular. They contribute to the developtinue.
In the latter part of Feb., anment of this attitude of responsibility,
the handling and operation of nuclear
and consequently,
they are all quite
other Court tour is planned, this time
active substances and the provisions for
properly encouraged by the faculty, and
to the Municipal Court.
In the weeks
adequate insurance coverage.
should draw the interest of all ambitious
following Law Day, another movie proThe final activity on the Law Day program and speakers program wiII be preand diligent students.
gram will be the formal dance to be held
sented. Watch the bulletin boards and
And I would add this. This attitude
that evening at the National airport's
of professional participation
may come
Amicus Curiae for the exact time and
Terrace Room at 9:30.
place.
naturally. But more often it is acquired
The case club argument and the panel
Information on the ALSA Life Insuror cultivated.
If it is to be acquired
ance Plan is now available. Mr. Dan
or cultivated, then there is no better time
discussion are open to the public without
Kahn is the SBA chairman
for this
to begin than in law school. Or at least,
charge. Tickets to the luncheon cost
matter. An article in the next issue wiII
no better opportunity wiII come later on.
$3.00 per person; tickets to the dance
give the details.
$3.00 per couple. The Law Review office on After graduation from law school, the
As a closing note, we would like to
the third floor of the Law School will be atmosphere for development of this atadd that very soon a trophy case is to be
titude is much less encouraging. Thereselling tickets to the luncheon and dance
placed in the library so that the ALSA
fore, I would urge all students to begin
at any time. A representative
will be
Student
Bar Trophy and intramural
now, if they have not already, to develop
selling tickets in each classroom. Get
trophies won by the Law School may be
this attitude of professional
participayour tickets early.
put on display. See you at Law Day.
tion, and specifically, to take part in as
Bill Driscoll, SBA President, and Allen
many of the co-curricular
activities as
Melton, General Chairman for Law Day,
their time will reasonably permit. It will
Look for the Cartoon
are anticipating a large turn-out for all
be time well spent, both from the pracevents and a highly successful series of tical point of view and with reference
HOW TO AVOID BEING
CALLED ON
Law Day presentations. All students are
to preparing to take one's place in the
leadership
of the country
and comurged to attend anyone
or all of the
in the next issue
events.
munity.
John T. Fey, Dean
Van Vleck Case Club Final Arguments
10:30 Room 10 Law School free

2nd Annual Law Day

Feb. 23, 1956

Fraternity News
Phi Delta Phi
At a business meeting on Feb. 6,
parchment scroIls of appreciation
were
voted for Faculty Advisor J. Forrester
Davison and brothers David Woods and
Ricardo Ratti for their contributions to
the fraternity.
Three new initiates were voted into the
fraternity
at the meeting:
Grover C.
Cooper, Edwin J. Carpenter,
Jr., and
Eidridge Hayes.
Future Phi Delta Phi rush functions
are: Feb. 17 at Sheraton Park Hotel,
The Judge Advocate of the Navy, Rear
Admiral Ira H. Nunn. Mar. 2 at Sheraton
Park, Representative
Charles HaIleck of
Indiana.
March 16, to be announced,
Representative Paul Jones of Missouri.

Delta Theta Phi
Wilson Senate elected the foIl owing
officers for 1956: Hugh M. Shafer Jr.,
Dean; Richard G. Kline, Tribune;
C.
Lawrence Wiser, Vice Dean; William C.
Miller, Exchequer;
Joseph G. Hitselberger, Master of the Ritual; William J.
Johnson,
Master
of the RoIls; and
Gerald E. Kiltz, Baliff.
Dean John T. Fey spoke at the opening rush function held at the Roger
Smith Hotel on Feb. 10th. The annual
Inter-Senate
Winter Dance will be held
on Saturday, February 25, 1956, at the
Hall of Nations Ballroom, Washington
Hotel.
A pre-Law Day rush smoker will be
held on March 2, and a panel type professional meeting on March 16.

Phi Alpha Delta
Jay Chapter's first rush function was
held Feb. 17 at the Sheraton-Park
Hotel
with Dean John T. Fey as guest speaker.
The second smoker wiII be held March
9 at the Roger Smith Hotel. Bob Redding,
practicing
Maryland
attorney, wiII be
the speaker.
The final rush smoker is scheduled for
March 16. Rosel H. Hyde, Chairman of
the FCC, wiII be the featured speaker.

Phi Delta Delta
New pledges to Zeta Chapter,
Phi
Delta Delta, are: Helen McCarthy, Marie
Van Hise and Mary Pittman. They were
pledged on January 18 at Edna Knopp's
home.

Kappa Beta Pi
Nu Chapter in February initiated the
foIlowing: Mona Bruno, Caroline Heriot,
Enrica Laufer, and Mrs. Mary Stevens.
Nancy de Gervais, a member of the bar
of Brazil was initiated as an associate
member in December 1955.
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Law Review Training Prominent Alumni
Program .A.nnounced
Students in the law school are being
invited to help make the law and influence court decisions by associating themselves with the Law Review
Professor
J.
Forrester
Davison,
Faculty Editor-in-Chief of The George
Washington Law Review, has announced
the inauguration of a staff training program designed to prepare students for
editorial positions for the next academic
year by serving as apprentices to present
editors. This program is designed to make
less abrupt the annual turnover of staff
members and to better prepare qualified
students for the rigorous field of law
writing and editing.
The training program is to cover the
functions of Editor, Editorial Secretary,
Librarian, Case Note Editors, Research
Board, and Business Secretary.
Such
functions as editing and checking, proof
reading, and operational planning will
be included.
As the Law Review is repeatedly cited
by judges throughout the country and is
utilized by subscribers all over the world,
its editors must be outstanding.
To insure that Associates will have the abilities required, those students who are
being invited to participate must have
the foIl owing qualifications:
1. Have completed 56 hours by the end
of the spring or summer semester.
2. Have an average of 80 or above.
3. Desire
capacity.

to

serve

in

an

editorial

4. Enter the Law Review Competition.
The program of selection and training
will be a continuing one with additional
students being invited to participate as
they become qualified.

Case Note Competition
(Continued

from

page

1)

is given by case note preparation, all law
students were invited to participate. Law
Review permanent staff members have
been assigned to supervise the competitors and assist them in their work.
Cases selected for analysis were recent court decisions of unusual interest
covering various aspects of public law.
A published case note on any of the
selected decisions is a positive contribution to the growth of the law because
it explains the holding of the case and
how it relates to other decisions in the
field.
The winner will have his note published in the June issue and will have
his name engraved on a plaque located in
the main entrance to the law school.

James V. Bennett
Banner
headlines
giving notice of
prison break; news flashes telling of a
riot in a federal prison; or a movie reproduction of the scenes of idle prisoners
milling about the prison yard; all or
any of the above have aroused more
than ever in recent year the problems
of the correctional system in this country.
According to Mr. James V. Bennett,
Director, U. S. Bureau of Prisons, these
media give light to the constantly pressing problems of maintenance, improvement and rehabilitation
in the penal
system.
The Director of the U. S. Bureau of
Prisons believes that a necessary element in helping to improve the penal
situation lies with the law student of
today. In addition to his duty to himself,
the law student has a duty to the community to acquire a better understanding of our penal system and its functions.
Methods of carrying out this duty goes
beyond a mere study of the criminal law,
but requires a search into the mental
element behind criminology and an effort to aid indigent defendants and create
a better understanding in the community
for those rehabilitated.
Mr. Bennett is one of our nation's authorities in the field of criminology.
In
1919 he was appointed assistant investigator of the U. S. Bureau of Efficiency
and later advanced to Chief of this bureau.
From 1920 through 1923 he reported various government agency methods and in 1923 was made head of the
staff division of the Personnel Classification Board where he served till 1926.
For the next two years he investigated
employment policies of federal prisons,
and was then advanced to Assistant Director of the Field Survey Division
of Personnel
Classification.
In 1929
Mr. Bennett
served
as a member
of the Robert's Commission to study
Panamanian
Government
and drafted
reports for the Congressional Commission on Federal
Prison Investigation.
(Continued

on page 4)
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Law School Teaching
Fellows for 1955;56
Show Varied Careers

there she headed the Campbell Moot
Court and was on the Editorial Board
of the Law Review. After graduating
and taking the New York Bar, Miss
Scott stayed on at Columbia working for
Professor Julius Goebel, Jr., the legal
historian and assisting in the revision of
his textbook.
She then took a position
with a New York law firm and specialized in corporate law, trusts and estates,
at the same time taking graduate courses
in Political Science.
One of her more
interesting jobs was her work for the
United Nations on the Human Rights
Commission.
She drew up a questionnaire to be sent to the member countries
to determine the legal status of women in
those countries.
Miss Scott has also
somehow found time to act as a book reviewer for the New York Law Journal.
Miss Scott is enthusiastic
about her
teaching fellow work here and apparently the experience has been a factor in
her decision to teach law in the future.
For the present she is living with her
parents in the District within walking
distance of the Law School. Miss Scott
also expects to receive her degree of
Master of Laws upon completion of her
studies, thesis and teaching fellow work
for Professors Weaver and Walburn.

This year's teaching fellows not only
come from opposite ends of the country
but have widely different educational
backgrounds.
Despite this they are both
in agreement on recommending the job
of teaching fellow at George Washington as an excellent opportunity for gaining teaching experience.
This year's
fellows are Miss Theresa Scott and Mr.
Jack Roberts.
Mr. Roberts is a graduate of G. W.
Law School, having received his Juris
Doctor degree in October 1955. Before
coming to G. W. Mr. Roberts stayed
pretty close to the West Coast. He was
born in Los Angeles, California.
He
attended high school and junior college
in Phoenix, Arizona where he showed an
early interest in writing; working on the
school newspapers in both high school
and junior college.
Mr. Roberts entered Brigham Young
University in 1952 and received a B.S.
in accounting.
He came to GW and entered Law School in June 1953. While
in Law School he was a member of Phi
Delta Phi Legal Fraternity
and was on
the Law Review staff.
He wrote and
(Continued
from page 8)
had published a case note on taxation
and an editorial note on the Court HoldThe next year he was appointed Assisting Company problem.
Like many anant Director of the Bureau of Prisons.
other GW Law Student he worked on the
In 1933 he was made Commander of the
Capitol Police force during his law school
Federal Prison Industries, and in 1937
received his present appointment as Didays.
As a teaching fellow Mr. Roberts is
rector of the U. S. Bureau of Prisons.
working with Professor Davison in Legal
In 1945 he took six months leave to
Method and Dean Fey in Legal Accountorganize civil prisons in Germany for
ing, assisting them and supervising the
the Military.
student work on legal bibliography and
This prominent
G. W. alumnus has
legal instruments.
He is also working
been awarded
the Army Exceptional
on a thesis, and upon completion of it
Civilian Service Medal, the Navy Disand his year's work he will be awarded
tinguished Public Service Award, and
the degree of Master of Laws.
the Selective Service Medal.
He is a
As to the future, Mr. Roberts expects
member of the American Law Institute,
to work for the Internal Revenue Service
the D. C. Bar Association, the American
since his chief interest is in the field of
Prison Association
(of which he was
taxation.
He eventually would like to
president in 1939), the American Assoreturn to the warm breezes of Southern
ciation of Social Workers, and the SoCalifornia.
Mr. Roberts is married and
ciety for Public Administration.
In
has a daughter four months old.
addition he has contributed articles on
Miss Scott, unlike Mr. Roberts, seems
criminal law, prisons, parole and proto prefer the more rigorous climes of the
bation.
eastern
seaboard.
She was born at
Mr. Bennett was born in Silver Creek,
Woodhaven on Long Island, New York
New York in 1894. His parents were Rev.
and after
attending
schools in and
Edmund C. and Mary Frances (Berry)
around New York City started her colBennett. In 1918 he received his A.B.
lege education at Vassar.
After two
degree at Brown University, in 1926 his
years she transferred to Barnard College
LL.B. at George Washington University,
in New York City and graduated cum
and in 1950 received an honorary Doctor
laude with a BA degree.
of Laws.
He married Marie Ettl in
After graduating from Barnard Miss
1919, has three children, and makes his
Scott stepped across the trolley tracks
home at 119 Leland Street in Chevy
and entered Columbia Law School. While
Chase, Maryland.

Prominent

Alumni

First Annual Law Day
Was a Great Success
A little over a year ago, Dr. Cloyd
H. Marvin proclaimed Law Dayan
annual event on the Law School and University Calendar. The first annual Law
Day, November 13, 1954, was considered
a momentous success. Large groups of
alumni, faculty and students participated
in the numerous events.
Last year's Law Day festivities began
with a party, Friday evening Nov. 12 at
the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity
house.
Saturday morning found the Van Vleck
Case Club finals attracting
a packed
courtroom in Room 10 of the Law School.
The court, headed by the late Chief
Judge Harold M. Stephens of the United
States Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia with Judge John A. Danaher
of that Court, and the Honorable Marvin
Jones, Chief Judge of the United States
Court of Claims, heard the finalists.
At noon a group of over 250 persons
attending a luncheon in the South Ballroom of the Willard Hotel, heard Judge
Walter M. Bastian speak on "Trends of
Legal Education."
About 400 people attended the two
panel discussions held at Lisner Auditorium in the afternoon. The first panel
was entitled "Tests for Criminal Insanity; Implications of the Durham and
Stewart Cases." Participants
were Dr.
Winfred Overholser, Abram J. Chayes,
Gerald J. O'Brien Jr., and Prof. Robert
M. Cooper, moderator. In another panel
discussion, the status of the Federal
Hearing Examiner was considered. Prof.
J. Forrester
Davison moderated
this
panel.
A reception sponsored by the legal
fraternities
and sororities of the Law
School preceded the first Law Day Ball
which was held at the Washington Hotel
Hall of Nations.
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